Why did you write this book? I felt that Jack's story (from my
point of view) needed to be told – for Jack, for my family, and for
others. I felt that by sharing our experience during his journey
with cancer, I might be able to touch others who have
faced similar situations, especially those who, like Jack, had no
choice but to look death in the face.
What was the hardest thing about writing it? Revealing and
describing my emotions was the hardest part. But it was
therapeutic to write. It was freeing – and frightening – to become
an "open book" to others, and to the world, about what Jack, I,
and our family went through. I tried my best in writing the story,
and I hope it draws the reader into the world we in which we
were forced to live, starting on May 8, 2010.
Why did you include the doctors' notes (and other records,
like emails) and intersperse them in the story? Did you do it
only to prove that the story is true? I didn't include them as
proof, and I have many more such records that aren't included in
the pages of the book. I interspersed the ones I did into the story
for 3 reasons:
1. to show facts that I couldn't show otherwise (for example,
regarding the tumor: "It measures approximately 3.3 cm in
the greatest AP dimension as compared to approximately
3.0 cm..on the previous study.")
2.
to move the story along, and to provide information from a
(clinical) viewpoint, and one other than mine as a mom
3.
to underscore – in black and white – the reality of what it
means to be diagnosed with and treated for brain cancer.
How did you choose the title, and when? I knew the title
before I started writing the book, because it's the same title as
one of the songs Jack and I listened to during our many trips to

the Winship Cancer Center at Emory. Many of the lyrics were
meaningful to both of us about his journey with cancer, and we
had some favorite lines. For me, the title also suggests that Jack
had so many things thrown at him that summer. It also makes
me think of his height of 6 foot 4 and a half.
How did you select the quotes at the beginning of each
chapter, and the one before Chapter 1? That first one is
verbatim from a text Jack sent to me a few years after his
journey with cancer. The rest of the quotes I either knew or found
as I was writing the story, and I tried to pick ones that described
the way I or he or both us felt in that chapter.
What's Jack's playlist from the summer of 2010?
1. All the Above
2. Beautiful
3. Billionaire
4. Dead and Gone
5. You Can't Always Get What You Want
6. Whatever You Like
7. Whatcha Say
8. Lean on Me
9. Down
10. Dynamite
11. Forever
12. In My Head
13. I Won't Back Down
14. Replay
15. Not Afraid
16. Ride Wit Me
17. Say Hey (I Love You)
How did you recall everything that happened? Did you keep
a journal? I kept a sporadic journal and a calendar. I also kept all

the notes and medical records we were given, emails, receipts,
invoices, cards, and the program from Jack's performance at
Atlanta Street Theatre in June 2010.
Remembering how I felt each day was difficult, but it was also
therapeutic. Among the many moments I'll never forget are
Nevaina's speech, the time the lady started playing the harp, the
time Dennis took a photo of me and Jack in front of the Old Well
at UNC, and the day Tom took Jack's stitches out.
What did getting involved in UGA Relay for Life mean to
Jack, and to you? It showed me that Jack was ready to go
public about his illness, and that he had accepted what
happened without asking why. When Jack got involved, I knew
for sure that he wanted to help others by sharing his story, and I
was fiercely proud of him. I think getting involved in Relay meant
everything to Jack.

